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on the comprehensive reforms requested by 
Director McConnell, including the impor-
tant issue of providing meaningful liability 
protection to those who are alleged to have 
assisted our Nation following the attacks 
of September 11, 2001. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
statement.

The President’s News Conference With President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan at Camp David, Maryland 
August 6, 2007 

President Bush. Good morning. Thank 
you; be seated. Welcome. 

I appreciate a man I’ve come to admire, 
President Karzai, for joining us. Laura and 
I had the honor of hosting the President 
for dinner last night. He and I spent a 
lot of this morning just sitting down alone 
talking about our common interests, com-
mon concerns. President Karzai is an opti-
mistic man. He’s watched his country 
emerge from days of darkness to days of 
hope.

President Karzai. Absolutely.
President Bush. I appreciate your stew-

ardship. I appreciate your commitment to 
empowering your people. I appreciate your 
strong stance for freedom and justice, and 
I’m proud to call you an ally in this war 
against those who would wreak havoc in 
order to deny people a chance to live in 
peace.

We’re working closely together to help 
the people of Afghanistan prosper. We 
work together to give the people of Afghan-
istan a chance to raise their children in 
a hopeful world, and we’re working to-
gether to defeat those who would try to 
stop the advance of a free Afghan society. 

We spent a fair amount of time talking 
about our security strategy. You might re-
member, it was last winter that people were 
speculating about the Taliban spring offen-
sive and about how the Taliban had re-
grouped and were going to go on the attack 
inside Afghanistan. There was a spring of-

fensive, all right; it was conducted by U.S., 
NATO, and equally importantly, Afghan 
troops. And we went on the offense be-
cause we understand that it is in our mu-
tual interests to deny extremists the oppor-
tunity to derail this young democracy. 

There is still a fight going on, but I’m 
proud to report to the American people 
that the Afghan Army is in the fight. The 
Government is in the fight, and the Army 
is in the fight. Afghan national security 
forces are increasing in strength; there’s 
about 110,000 Afghans now defending their 
nation. And more Afghans are stepping up 
to serve, and it’s in the interest of the 
United States to help you develop that na-
tional army and local police that will send 
a clear message to the people of Afghani-
stan that the governments can help provide 
an opportunity for people to raise their 
children in a peaceful world. 

There is a lot of forces there in Afghani-
stan supporting this Government, and our 
23,500 troops are proud to stand side by 
side with 26,000 troops from other nations. 
And we applaud those countries who have 
committed their troops to help Afghanistan 
succeed.

We’ve committed more than $23 billion 
since 2001 to help rebuild the country. I 
think our citizens will be interested to 
know, for example, that 7,000 community 
health care workers have been trained that 
provide about 340,000 Afghan men, 
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women, and children a month with good 
health care. 

I remember talking a lot about how the 
Taliban prevented young girls from going 
to school in Afghanistan. American citizens 
recoil with horror to think about a govern-
ment that would deny a young child the 
opportunity to have the basics necessary to 
succeed in life. Today, there are nearly 5 
million students going to school in Afghani-
stan, a third of whom are girls. Still work 
to be done, don’t get me wrong, but 
progress is being made, Mr. President, and 
we’re proud of you, proud of the work 
you’re doing. 

We talked about the need to stem the 
narcotics trade. I’m sure the President will 
comment on this. He understands that it’s 
very important for farmers to be incented 
to grow crop other than poppy, and that 
he knows full well the United States is 
watching, measuring, and trying to help 
eradicate poppy cultivation. We spent more 
than a fair amount of time on it; we spent 
a lot of time on it. And it’s important that 
we get this right. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate your commitment to not only dealing 
with the poppy growers and the poppy crop 
but also dealing with corruption. It’s very 
important that our societies emerge in such 
a way that the people have confidence in 
the capacity of government to conduct the 
affairs—conduct their affairs in a way that’s 
aboveboard and honest and transparent. 

And finally, I do want to congratulate 
you on the joint jirga that’s coming up. 
This is a meeting between President Karzai, 
President Musharraf, and representative 
elements from parts of their respective 
countries, all coming together to talk about 
reconciliation and how we can work to-
gether—how you can work together to 
achieve common solutions to problems. 
And the main problem is to fight extre-
mism, to recognize that history has called 
us into action, and by fighting extremists 
and radicals, we help people realize 
dreams. And helping people realize dreams 
helps promote peace. That’s what we want. 

You come from a part of the world, Mr. 
President, where there’s a long history of 
violence and a long history of people seek-
ing freedom. It’s in the interests of the 
United States to be on the—tip the scales 
of freedom your way. You only do so with 
strong leadership, and I appreciate the 
leadership you’re providing. So welcome to 
Camp David. 

President Karzai. [Inaudible]
Thank you very much. Thank you very 

much, Mr. President, for receiving me in 
Camp David. You and the First Lady are 
generous and kind hosts, and thank you 
very much for that. 

Mr. President, I am here today to once 
again thank you and the American people 
for all that you have done for Afghanistan, 
for our liberation first, and then for our 
stability and prosperity. We have gone a 
long way. 

I have been here many times before in 
America, thanking the American people for 
what they have given to Afghanistan. I have 
spoken of roads; I have spoken of schools; 
I have spoken of clinics; I have spoken 
of health services; I have spoken of edu-
cation; I have spoken of agriculture; I’ve 
spoken of lots of achievements. I’ve also 
had requests for help that you have deliv-
ered to us. 

But today I’m going to speak about only 
one achievement that means so much for 
the Afghan people and, surely, to you and 
the rest of the world. That is that Afghani-
stan today, with the help that you have 
provided and our other allies have pro-
vided, can save—is saving the life of at 
least 50,000 infants after they are born and 
the life of 85,000 children under 5. 

Mr. President, when you and I begin 
to think of the mothers who can have their 
babies safe today, then we know the value 
and the importance of this achievement. 
And thank you very, very much for this 
tremendous help. Afghanistan would have 
not had 85,000 children living today had 
you not been there to help us with the 
rest of the world. 
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President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Karzai. That’s a massive 

achievement, and I am happy about it. I’m 
sure you are too, and so are women and 
mothers around the world. 

Mr. President, as we have gone a long 
way, progress has been made. We still con-
tinue to fight terrorism; our enemy is still 
there, defeated, but still hiding in the 
mountains. And our duty is to complete 
the job; to get them out of their hideouts 
in the mountains, and to bring justice to 
the people of Afghanistan, to the people 
of America, and to the people around the 
world who are threatened by these terror-
ists.

One of the significant steps that we have 
taken together with Pakistan to have an 
effective fight against terrorism, an effective 
fight against extremism and radicalism, was 
discussed during the dinner that you kindly 
hosted for me and President Musharraf. 
And the result of that is going to be seen 
in 2 days from today, the 9th of August, 
where, in Kabul, we will have the joint 
Pakistan-Afghanistan jirga. I hope very 
much that this jirga will bring to us what 
we need, which I think it will. And thank 
you very much for this opportunity—you 
cause us to have a meeting and to have 
a result of that. 

Mr. President, we have a long journey 
ahead of us. But what we have traveled 
so far has given us greater hope for a better 
future, for a better life. The Afghans are 
still suffering, but there are millions of Af-
ghans who are enjoying a better and more 
secure life, who can send their children 
to school, and who can work in their fields. 
And thank you very much for that. 

Yes, we do have the problem of poppies 
and narcotics in Afghanistan. Afghanistan 
is committed to fighting it because this evil 
is first hurting us and then youth in the 
rest of the world. So this is for Afghanistan 
to work against and for the rest of us to 
work against. We are committed. It will 
take time; we are realistic about that. But 
the fight is there, and I hope your assist-

ance will continue to be delivered to Af-
ghanistan to fight narcotics. We have raised 
our army, indeed. We are working on our 
police. Our police needs a lot of improve-
ment. And I’m glad that you have com-
mitted to helping us with the raising of 
better police in Afghanistan. 

The fight against corruption is going on. 
We have developed a mechanism, worked 
through a commission headed by the Chief 
Justice of Afghanistan that will be ready 
in 2 months from now and will be an-
nounced to the Afghan people on hows and 
measures and the timeframe that we will 
need to have an effective fight against cor-
ruption in Afghanistan. 

The rest, life, is going on well, with a 
lot of hope. We have a better administra-
tion, more capabilities. We can do lots of 
things on our own, and I’m sure your con-
tinued assistance will make life better for 
us. And thank you very much, Mr. Presi-
dent. Nice of you to receive me here. 

President Bush. Thanks for coming. A 
couple of questions. Deb [Deb Riechmann, 
Associated Press]. 

War on Terror/Pakistan 
Q. Mr. President, if you had actionable 

intelligence about the whereabouts of top 
Al Qaida leaders in Pakistan, would you 
wait for Musharraf’s permission to send in 
U.S. forces, even if it meant missing an 
opportunity to take them out? Or have you 
and Musharraf worked out some deal about 
this already? 

And, President Karzai, what will be your 
top concern when you meet with Musharraf 
later this week? 

President Bush. I am confident that with 
actionable intelligence, we will be able to 
bring top Al Qaida to justice. We’re in con-
stant communications with the Pakistan 
Government. It’s in their interest that for-
eign fighters be brought to justice. After 
all, these are the same ones who were plot-
ting to kill President Musharraf. We share 
a concern. And I’m confident, with real, 
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actionable intelligence, we will get the job 
done.

President Karzai. When President 
Musharraf visits Afghanistan on the 9th of 
August to inaugurate the joint Pakistan-Af-
ghanistan convention, or jirga, together with 
me, we will be discussing further improve-
ments and relations between the two coun-
tries. The two countries are neighbors; 
they’ve been having extensive relationships 
with each other. We will be discussing im-
provement of those relations, on all aspects 
of them. We will also be discussing the 
possible outcome of the joint jirga between 
the two countries and how effectively, then, 
we can carry on the fight against terrorism 
in both countries and in the region as a 
result of that jirga. So it’s a—it’s going to 
be, I’m sure, a good meeting, ma’am. 

Afghan press? 

War on Terror 
Q. I will ask in Pashto, and then I will 

translate my question. My question is for 
Mr. Karzai. 

[At this point, the reporter asked a question 
in Pashto, which he translated as follows.]

I will repeat in English too. Four years 
ago, in a press conference, Mr. President 
Karzai said Taliban do not pose any threat 
to Afghan people. So who do you think 
supported Taliban to threaten the security 
by doing kidnapings and attacking the Gov-
ernment officials, and why? 

President Karzai. Four years ago, I did 
say that, and I continue to say that. The 
Taliban do pose dangers to our innocent 
people; to children going to school; to our 
clergy; to our teachers; to our engineers; 
to international aid workers. They are not 
posing any threat to the Government of 
Afghanistan; they are not posing any threat 
to the institutions of Afghanistan or to the 
buildup of institutions of Afghanistan. It’s 
a force that’s defeated; it’s a force that is 
frustrated; it’s a force that is acting in cow-
ardice by killing children going to school. 

Who is supporting them is a question 
that we have been working on for long 
time and since then. And I hope that the 
jirga between us and Pakistan will give us 
solutions to some of the questions that we 
have.

President Bush. One thing is for certain: 
We know the vision—their vision of how 
to govern. They’ve been in power. They’ve 
had the opportunity to show the world how 
they think and what they do. I mean, it’d 
be instructive for people to speak to a 
mother of a young girl about what life was 
like under the Taliban. These are brutal, 
coldblooded killers. 

President Karzai. Yes.
President Bush. That’s what they are. 

And the fundamental question facing those 
of us who believe in freedom is whether 
or not we confront them, and whether or 
not it’s worth it—the effort—to spread an 
alternative to their hateful vision. And I— 
we’ve come to the conclusion it is. And 
that’s why President Karzai stands right 
here at Camp David, discussing common 
concerns, common opportunities, about 
how to defeat a vision of darkness. That’s 
what they are. They just don’t believe in 
freedom. They don’t believe it’s possible 
to live in a society where people are al-
lowed to express themselves in free fashion. 

And it’s really part of an ongoing chal-
lenge that the free world faces. The real 
question is whether or not those of us who 
have the blessings of liberty will continue 
to pursue policies—foreign policy, security 
policy aimed at not only protecting our 
homeland but aimed at laying a condition 
for peace to prevail. 

Caren [Caren Bohan, Reuters]. 

Afghan Civilian Casualties/Iran 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. President 

Karzai said yesterday that he believed Iran 
was playing a helpful role in Afghanistan. 
Was he able to convince you in your meet-
ings that that was the case, or do you still 
have concerns about Iran’s role? 
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And I have a question for President 
Karzai as well. I’m just wondering if the 
President was able to give you the assur-
ances that you sought about the effort to 
reduce civilian casualties in Afghanistan? 

President Bush. Let me comment on the 
civilian casualties, if I might. First, I fully 
understand the angst, the agony, and the 
sorrow that Afghan citizens feel when an 
innocent life is lost. I know that must cause 
grief in villages and heartbreak in homes. 

Secondly, I can assure the Afghan peo-
ple, like I assured the President, that we 
do everything that we can to protect the 
innocent; that our military operations are 
mindful that innocent life might be exposed 
to danger, and we adjust accordingly. 

Thirdly, it is the Taliban who surround 
themselves with innocent life as human 
shields. The Taliban are the coldblooded 
killers. The Taliban are the murderers. The 
Taliban have no regard for human life. And 
therefore, we’ve spent some time talking 
about—as the President rightly expressed— 
his concerns about civilian casualty. And 
I assured him that we share those concerns. 

Secondly, it’s up to Iran to prove to the 
world that they’re a stabilizing force, as op-
posed to a destabilizing force. After all, this 
is a Government that has proclaimed its 
desire to build a nuclear weapon. This is 
a Government that is in defiance of inter-
national accord, a Government that seems 
to be willing to thumb its nose at the inter-
national community and, at the same time, 
a Government that denies its people a 
rightful place in the world and denies its 
people the ability to realize their full poten-
tial. So I believe that it’s in the interests 
of all of us that we have an Iran that tries 
to stabilize, not destabilize, an Iran that 
gives up its weapons ambitions. And there-
fore, we’re working to that end. 

The President knows best about what’s 
taking place in his country, and of course, 
I’m willing to listen. But from my perspec-
tive, the burden of proof is on the Iranian 
Government to show us that they’re a posi-
tive force. And I must tell you that this 

current leadership there is a big disappoint-
ment to the people of Iran. I mean, the 
people of Iran could be doing a lot better 
than they are today. But because of the 
actions of this Government, this country is 
isolated. And we will continue to work to 
isolate it because they’re not a force for 
good, as far as we can see. They’re a desta-
bilizing influence wherever they are. 

Now, the President will have to talk to 
you about Afghanistan. But I would be very 
cautious about whether or not the Iranian 
influence there in Afghanistan is a positive 
force. And therefore, it’s going to be up 
to them to prove to us and prove to the 
Government that they are. 

President Karzai. I had a good discussion 
with President Bush on civilian casualties. 
I’m very happy to tell you that President 
Bush felt very much with the Afghan peo-
ple, that he calls the Afghan people allies 
in the war against terror and friends, and 
that he is as much concerned as I am, 
as the Afghan people are. I was very happy 
with that conversation. 

Lady?
Q. Mr. Karzai, can I ask my question 

in Dari first? 
President Karzai. Please, yes. 

Suicide Bombings 

[The reporter asked a question in Dari, 
which she translated as follows.]

Q. You have recently become a father, 
and also, you have recently pardoned a 
teenager who suicide himself, and you said 
he washed—he was brainwashed. 

President Karzai. Brainwashed, yes. 
Q. Yes. What do you think about the 

future of Afghanistan in view of this prob-
lem?

President Karzai. Well, ma’am, the 
man—the boy, I should say, that I par-
doned was a 14-year-old boy from Paki-
stan’s South Waziristan Agency. He was 
sent by his father to a madrassa to get 
education because he could not any more 
afford to have him in school, because his 
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mother had a heart ailment, and they had 
to spend money on her treatment. 

Having sent the boy to a madrassa, he 
disappeared from there. After a few 
months, his father heard that he was ar-
rested in Afghanistan, and then he came 
to Afghanistan. And having seen that this 
was a teenage—rather, legally underage in-
nocent boy used by terrorists to kill himself 
and to kill other innocent people, I felt 
that it was the right decision to pardon 
him, to give him a new opportunity for 
education and a new life, and to send a 
message to his mother that your child is 
going to be back with you. I am very glad 
I did that. 

But this gives us a lesson about those 
who are the enemies of all of us, the en-
emies of people who use young children, 
who brainwashes them, and who forces 
them to kill themselves. 

The message should be clear to the rest 
of the world about the evil that we are 
fighting, the heartless people that we are 
fighting, who don’t even have any feeling 
for young children, for babies, for teen-
agers. Most of that, we know today, that 
the terrorists are buying and selling suicide 
bombers. We have received calls in our 
Government offices by handlers of suicide 
bombers that they want to sell them to 
us. So it’s become a trade, a mean trade; 
merchants of death are around there. So 
it’s our job to get rid of them. 

President Bush. Thank you very much. 
President Karzai. Thank you very much. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:17 a.m. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan. President Karzai referred to Chief 
Justice Abdul Salaam Azimi of Afghanistan. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Economic Advisers 
August 8, 2007 

Good afternoon, Mr. Secretary. Thank 
you for your hospitality. We’re pleased to 
be here at the Treasury Department. 

This morning I spoke with Governor 
Huntsman of Utah. He gave me an update 
on the efforts to rescue the trapped miners. 
I told him our Nation’s thoughts and pray-
ers are with the miners and their families 
and that the Federal Government will help 
in any way we can. 

I just finished a productive meeting with 
members of my economic team. We dis-
cussed our thriving economy and what we 
need to do to keep it that way. We care 
a lot about whether our fellow citizens are 
working and whether or not they’ve got 
money in their pockets to save, spend, or 
invest as they see fit. We talked about 
America’s role in the global economy. 

My administration follows a simple phi-
losophy: Our economy prospers when we 
trust the American people with their own 
paychecks. When I came to office in 2001, 
our Nation was headed toward a recession. 
And so we acted. We acted on the philos-
ophy I just described, and we cut the taxes 
across the board. And the American people 
have used this money to fuel an economic 
resurgence.

Since 2003, our economy has added 
more than 8.3 million new jobs and almost 
4 years of uninterrupted growth. The econ-
omy continues to grow at a steady pace, 
and during the most recent quarter, it grew 
at an annual rate of 3.4 percent. Unemploy-
ment is low. Real after-tax income has in-
creased by an average of more than $3,400 
per person since I took office. 
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